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E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: ETRN, ENRG, ET 

SUBJ: ETHIOPIA'S TRANSPORT SITUATION 

REFS: A) ADDIS ABABA 1958; B) ADDIS ABABA 6332; C. 1977 
ADDIS ABABA 5755 

1. WELL INPORMED ETHIOPIAN SOURCE HAS GIVEN FOLLOWING RUNDOWN 
ON COMMERCIAL ROAD TRANSPORT SITUATION. THERE ARE PRESENTLY 
IN COUNTRY SOME 3000 HEAVY DUTY (HD) TRUCKS (10-12 TONS) 

WITH TRAILERS (12 TONS), PLUS AN ADDITIONAL 1300 HD TRUCKS 
WITHOUT TRAILERS. ALSO IN COUNTRY ARE APPROXIMATELY 494 TANK 
TRUCKS (12,000 LITER) WITH TRAILERS (14,000 LITER), PLUS 
AN ADDITIONAL 60 TANK TRUCKS (12,000 LITER) WITHOUT TRAILERS. 

THE SMALL TRUCK FLEET CONSISTS OP 1500-2000 VEHICLES. 

2. PMGSE HD TRUCK AND TRAILER PURCHASES SINCE OCTOBER 1977 
(SEE REPTEL C) INCLUDE 400 PROM FIAT, 20 FROM VOLVO, 10 FROM 
SKODA, AND 58 FROM THE LOCAL PIAT ASSEMBLY PLANT. IN ADDI- 
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TION, SOME 42 HD TRUCKS AND TRAILERS TURNED OUT BY THE LOCAL 
PIAT ASSEMBLY PLANT HAVE BEEN PURCHASED BY PRIVATE OWNERS. 
DELIVERY HAS BEEN MADE ON ALL BUT 200 OP THE PIAT TRUCK/ 

TRAILERS PURCHASED PROM ITALY. OF THE PURCHASES FROM ABROAD, 

ONLY THE VOLVOS WERE PAID POR IN CASH. THE PIAT PURCHASE WAS 
ON TERMS OP 7 PERCENT, FINANCED BY PIAT. (ITALIAN EMBOPP 
CLAIMS 450 UNITS WERE PURCHASED ON TERMS OP 6-1/2 PERCENT, 
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FINANCED BY FIAT UNDER PRESSURE FROM GOI.) 

3. SINCE OCTOBER 1977 THE PMGSE HAS PURCHASED 70 TANK TRUCK/ 
TRAILERS FROM FIAT, 30 FROM MERCEDES BENZ, AND 20 FROM KENYA 
(MAKE UNKNOWN). IN ADDITION, SOME 40 TANK TRUCKS HAVE BEEN 
PRODUCED LOCALLY. 

4. IN ADDITION TO THE 200 HD TRUCK/TRAILERS YET TO BE DELI- 
VERED FROM FIAT, THERE ARE 88 VOLVO TRUCK/TRAILERS (PUR- 
CHASED UNDER THE UNDP EMERGENCY TRUCK TRUST FUND AGREEMENT) 
SCHEDULED FOR DELIVERY BEGINNING IN JULY. 

5. ACCORDING TO SAME SOURCE, SIZE OF TRUCK TRANSPORT FLEET 
IS, OR SOON WILL BE, SUFFICIENT TO MEET DOMESTIC DEMANDS. 

RECENT FUEL CRISIS (SEE REFTEL A) AND FOOD SHORTAGES IN 

ADDIS ABABA HAVE BEEN DUE MAINLY TO POOR COORDINATION WITHIN 
PMGSE AND TO FARMER RESISTANCE TO SELLING THEIR PRODUCE AND 
GRAIN FOR PAPER MONEY THEY FIND USELESS, THE SHOPS BEING 
VIRTUALLY EMPTY OF CONSUMER GOODS FOR THEM TO BUY. 

6. THE RESTORATION OF FULL RAILROAD SERVICE BETWEEN ADDIS 
ABABA AND DJIBOUTI SHOULD CONSIDERABLY ALLEVIATE DEMANDS ON 
THE TRUCK FLEET. SOURCE EXPECTS THIS COULD HAPPEN AS EARLY 

AS JULY 1978. DESPITE THE INITIAL SNAFU IN INTEGRATING INTO 
THE ROAD TRANSPORT SYSTEM THAT PORTION OF THE RAILROAD OPER- 
ATING BETWEEN AWASH AND ADDIS, THE KINKS NOW SEEM TO BE WORKED 
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OUT AND THE GAS/OIL SHORTAGE (SEE REFTEL A) WELL ON THE WAY 
TO BEING RESOLVED. 

7. COMMENT: AS SOURCE HAS MAJOR RESPONSIBILITY FOR ROAD TRANS- 
PORT SYSTEM, HIS RATHER OPTIMISTIC VIEW OF THE SYSTEM'S 
DEVELOPING CAPABILITY CAN BE CONSIDERED SOMEWHAT BIASED. 

WHILE PROGRESS IS BEING MADE, ETHIOPIA IS FAR FROM HAVING AN 
ADEQUATE OR EFFICIENT TRANSPORT SYSTEM, HIS FIGURES ON TRUCK 
NUMBERS ARE PROBABLY ACCURATE. 

MATHERON 
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